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24. Diloma galiciense Bergen (1994) 
 

 

 
Pl. 1, figs 13a-c, 14a-c 

 
1988 Vekshinella angusta (Stover) Verbeek, 1977b. Applegate& Bergen, p. 318, pl. 8, figs. 5, 6, 

8. 
1991 Chiastozygus sp. Bralower, p. 430, fig. 6, nos. 31,·32 
 
Derivation of name: after the Galicia Bank, off Portugal.  
Diagnosis: Eiffelithid exhibiting a bicyclic rim extinction pattern (outer faint/inner bright) 

and having in its central area an off-.axis central cross attached to a proximal plate of 
faint birefringence. 

Description: Medium to large, elliptical murolith. The rim is bicyclic in distal view. The 
inner rim cycle is constructed of blocky elements and is brightly birefringent. The 
narrow outer rim cycle is faintly birefringent and its elements show strong dextral 
imbrication. A faintly birefringent proximal plate circumscribes the outer central area 
margin, giving the impression of a tricyclic rim extinction pattern. A central cross 
spans the central opening and its arms flare as they attach to the proximal plate. The 
central cross is oriented 10-30 degrees off the major ellipse axis and becomes brightly 
birefringent when the coccolith is oriented 45 degrees to the polarizing direction. A 
fibrous, distal projection is present at the centre of the cross. Size of measured 
specimens: 7.0-9.0 µm. 

Remarks: Diloma galiciense is distinguished from other Diloma species by its diagonal 
central structure and from other Neocomian muroliths by its tricyclic rim extinction 
pattern. 

Range: Cosmopolitan. DSDP Site 534 (58% Sa), lower to uppermost Hauterivian, 63-2, 66-
69cm to 52-1, 82-85cm; SE France (Vergons, 25% Sa), Hauterivian, Bed 42 (radiatus 
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Zone) to Bed 89 (sayni Zone). North Sea (Rutledge, written comm., 1994), lower 
Hauterivian to lower Barremian. 

Holotype: Applegate & Bergen (1988), plate 8, figs. 5, 6, 8; ODP Site 638B-25R-4, 48-49cm; 
upper Hauterivian. 
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